- AN  ECLIPSE.

-
The Next Year to Bo Ushered In by the
Obscuraticn ot the Sun,

From the monthly notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society of London, for Jan-
uary, 1888, is taken the following interesting
note on the total solar eclipse of January 1,
1889, by J. R. Hind, LL.D., F.R.S.:

The belt of totality in the solar eclipse on
January 1st next traverses California, where
at that season favorable atmospheric condi-
tions for observation may be anticipated
with some degree of confidence. The cen-
tral line meets the Awerican Coast at Point
Arona, traversing the Stata of California in
the direction of Pilot Peak, whioh isalso
close upon the central eclipse, Al Point
Arena totality commences at 1h 30m 335 local
mean time, or at 1h 4im 53 Pacific standard
time. and continues 2m 33, according to the
elements of the Nautical Almanac, the Sun
at an altitude of 25° At Pilot Peak totality
commences at 1h 45m 54s local mean time,
or ab 1h 49m 46y Pacific standard time,
and continues 1ip 57s, with the Sun
ab an altitude of 23°% Between these
points the central eclipse crosses the track
of the Central Pacific Railroad, or rather
branches of that line, north of Colusa,,
Probably any observers procceding from
Europe for the observation of this pbenome-
non will not care tolocate themselves east
of the Sierra Nevadas, the duration of total-
1ty of course diminishing with decreaging |-
westerly longitude, and the Sun’s altitads
also b,ecommg less, so that in 105° 29° W, and
46° 59" N., close on the central Iine, the total
eclipse begins at 3h 4m 145 loeal mean time,
and continues 1m 25§ with the Sun at an al-
titude of ouly 9°. Themain ling of the Cen.
tral Pacific appears o be again crossed near
Oreana, . o

AL Mendocino fotality commences at-
1h.22m 475 logal mean time, and continugs
1m 43s. © At San Francisco and its suburbs,
Alameda, Oakland- and- Berkeley (the sea
of the Unlversity of Californa; now pre-
sided over by our assoeiate, Professor
Holden), the eclipse, though very large,
will not be total, _ L

At San Franciseo the magnitude is 0,987,
and it is to be regretted tnat the Lick Ob-
servatory on Mount Hamilton is not within

-the shadow. 'The greatest eclipse occurs }

3119@71&6 ab 1h 45m local mean time ; magnitude, |
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