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A GREAT SIGHT.

Things thnt lavo Iapponed whon
tho Sun Wnas Darkonud,

(M. L. Rayne in Chicago Timen-Herald.)

A total eclipse of the sun ia an-
nounced as the most important celestial
phonomenon of 1900, and although the
frequency with which solar totallty oc-
curs, and the sclentific knowledge
which hos robbed It of the mystery
and even the terror which formerly ac-
companled It, great value in astronom-
feal circles Is given to its recurrence,
Unfortunately there ia n doubt as to
the totallty being visible in America,
tho leading astronomers locating it in
Spain, and naming 1025 as the date of o
total solar eclipse in the United States,
Be this as it inay, cinborate prepara-
tions ace to be made for the occurrence
on Mny 28, when the Southern Raliway
will run an eclipse traln from New Or-
lenns to Norfolk, and another epoch
will be nccentunted by progression in
sclence, Among the elegant modern
dlstinétions of rallwany travel sinoked
glnas will be a leading feature, and the
only drawback anticipated will Le a
cloudy sky or n total nbsence of the
expected gclipse,

Tho carllest records of solnr cclipses
are ascribed to Confucius, nnd of theae
threo were total, and they are not men-
-tioned as .scientific facta, but as bad
omens, e recorded that the total
cclipse was greeted as such phenomenn
is recelved at the present time by the
Chincso - people, with the ueating ot
Rongs, wild cries and n savago upronr,
ull of which {8 supposed to drive oft the
evl]l monster who is ‘“caling up the
friendly sun.”

One of the eclinses of antiquity was
famous’ for two events, One was that
it was foretold by an asirologer ot the
phitlosophicnl achool of the time, 5856
B, C, and its nlarming appeurance
stopped a battle between the Lydluna
and the Medes. The sudden darkness
convinced the combatants that the gods
were wrath and they at once ceased
fighting. The prophets took advantage
of their own ignorance and the terrors
of the people to predict direful things,
which Ig many cages—being the result
of unfortunate conditions—took place,
rdding to their terror of the sun and in-
spiring a now reverenco for the powers
of the prophet.

Two famous eclipres occurred in Eu-
rope during the ninth century. A total
cclipse in A, D, 840 trightened Emperor
Louls of Bavaria 0 death and de-
stroyed hia kingdom. Other eclipses
had the same cffect on rulers, which
wns so disastrous that some wise men
among those In power gave out the
death of the king na an event of such
moment that the heavens, shacked nt
the suddenness of the fatality, went in-
to mnurning,

In 1716, in May, an eclipse of the aun
was predicted in London by o pamphlet,
‘“The Black Day, or the Proapect of
Doomaday,”” Great preparation was
made for the unwelcomo shadow, and
1t wns reiated afterward that in apite
of the “nwesome dark.” no one of prom-
Inence died, nor did any public disaster
overtake the country,

An  cclipse of cspecial  inter-
¢t tn Amerfen was | that - of
October 27, 1760, when  the first
American  cclipse  expedition  was

fitted out, destined 1o be followed by
tnany anr grently improved solar fnstl-
tutlons, securlng resulls of wonderful
sclentifie necuracy and developing much
valuablo astronomic materinl, Several
cclipses of minor scientiflc material,
Keveral eclipses of minor sclentific Im-
portance were -recorded between 1883
nnd 1853, but in the later yenr two ap-
peared.  The first ushered In the new
yenr and was visible from California (o
Munitaba.  The weuather was favorahle
at all points along the line and many
photographa were made, ‘The second
velipae of the year occurred {n Decem-
ber and was visible In South Ameriea.

On more than one occaslon in history
there s a record of the speclal darknens
which accompanies an cclipse, diaclns.
{n the presence of ~n comet, ‘bhut the
eclipse of 1882 wua tho first thne that
1 comet was photographed by the ane
tronomera, This cclipso was observed
by astronomera representing England,
France and Italy,

The totn] velipse of Mnay, 1883, hnd
nowne speclul dramatio features nbout it,
T'o begin with, the duration wus un-
usually long, nearly five and s half
minutes, The grentest duration of to-
tallty was slx and a half minutes, re.
corded In Great Hritaln, August 29, 1886,
Anather peculiar fenture was that thls
eclipag was only vislible In the middle
at the P'acliic Ocean. Fortunhtely for
the cause of sclence, o group of coral
{niands lay in its nalghhntham. Amor-
fen, England, France, Italy and Aus-
traiin were all represented,

During the total eclipse of the supn,
August 7, 1863, which was visible in
Aluskp, tha JIndlans of the Chitkat
Hiver werg greatly alurmed. Profesaor
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Benjamin Price of the United Btates
caoast survey had gone with a party te
Alaska to_gbserva and report the eclipse
and had warned the Indlans, but they
had refused to believe him untll the
sun was half ohscured. Then they all
disuppenred and not o sound was henrd
throughout thelr villuge, They had
made up thelr aboriginel minds that
the scientista were taking care of mat-
ters—that the sun was ‘very siek” and
they hnd “put it to slcep.”

Educnted and intelligent people do
not hesitate to express & drend of that
solemn darkness which is unlike any
other ntmosphere, and In which all na-
ture appears overshadowed with ap-
proaching doom, Onc who has wit-
nessed a tolal eclipse glves thia graphio
description:—

‘*As tnuch as flve minutes before the
tatal obscurity it may be possible to de-
tect strange wnverlug Iinea of Jight and
shade drawing acrosas the landscape.
Then, with frighttul velocity, the shad.
ow of the moon s xeen approaching, n
tangible darkness advancing lke a
wall, swift as {magination, silent ns
doom. The fmmensity of nature never
cotnes B0 near aa then, and strong must
be the nerves not to quiver as the blue-
black shadow rushes unpon the specta-
tor with !ncredible specd. A vast pal-
pitating prescnce seems overwheiming
the world, Daty emerge stealthily, Sen-
sitive flowers close, An assembled
crowd is awed into absolute silence. It
becomes curlously cold, and the chlll 1s
mentnl as well na physieal,”

Already the colored miniater and ex-
horter of the South Is polnting o moral
with tho coming eclipse, and this re-
calls the story of n colored mervant of
Governor Jamos of Alabama, who on
the occasion of an cclipsa fell prostrate
at his master's feet breathless with his
news: “Masaa James, de sun am a-clip.
pin’—de sun am a-clippin‘*
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